
David B. Hastings
September 17, 1977 - September 10, 2023

North Greenbush, NY 
 

On September 10, 2023, after a protracted battle with pancreatic cancer
fought with great courage and dignity, David B. Hastings, 45, passed away
peacefully at home, surrounded by his loving family. 

 

David was born in Troy, NY, on September 17, 1977. A graduate of Shaker
High School in Latham, NY, David went on to graduate from Purchase College
earning a BFA in Filmmaking, then moved NYC and secured an entry-level
position at Nice Shoes that eventually led to work as an Assistant Editor at
Post Works. As an online editor there, he worked with such renowned
filmmakers as Jonathan Demme, The Sadfe Brothers, and Greg Mottola.
From there, he continued his career in Washington DC, where he spent a
decade working as an Editor for National Geographic, most notably on the hit
television series “The Incredible Dr. Pol,” while at the same time finding work
as a commissioned animator. 

 

Those that knew David well would describe him as an incredibly generous and
kind person who would do anything for his family and close friends. David
loved all animals, especially his dogs, Yukon and Jake. Eternally young at
heart, he was a natural entertainer who had the ability to brighten every room
with laughter. In even the most difficult of personal circumstances, he handled



life’s challenges with a unshakable and infectious sense of humor. 
 

More than anyplace else, he loved the ocean, especially the Outer Banks of
NC, where he lived briefly to pursue other interests, including songwriting. 

 

He is survived by his loving mother, Judith Assini Hastings, of Rensselaer; his
identical twin brother and best friend, Stephen Hastings, of Schenectady; his
devoted sister, Allison (David) Fondacaro, of Schenectady; and David’s
nephews, Sam and Ben Fondacaro. David was also the nephew of Patricia
Jacobson, of Rotterdam; and William (Joanne) Assini, of London, Ontario. He
is also survived by cousins: Katherine Jacobson, of Kansas City, MO; Erik
(Candace) Jacobson, of Rockville Center, NY; Dr. Joseph (Leslie) Assini, of
Denver, CO; Emily Assini, of London, Ontario; and Jane (Ian) Miersch, of
Ancaster, Ontario. David is also survived by his father, Donald Hastings, of
Loudonville; and his paternal uncle, Prentiss Hastings, of Troy. 

 

Friends and family are respectfully invited to attend the wake on Thursday,
September 14, to be held at St. Pius X Church in Loudonville, NY, with calling
hours from 4-7 PM. The funeral mass will be held in the same location on
Friday, September 15, at 10 AM, interment to follow at St. Mary’s Cemetery in
Waterford. 

 

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made in David’s memory to the
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network (pancan.org) or to the animal rescue
league, ASPCA (aspca.org).



Cemetery Details

St. Marys Cemetery

Middletown Rd
Waterford, NY 12188

Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 14. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

St. Pius X Church
23 Crumitie Rd.
Loudonville , NY 12211

Funeral Service

SEP 15. 10:00 AM (ET)

St. Pius X Church
23 Crumitie Rd.
Loudonville , NY 12211
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PJ

September 13, 2023 at 09:21 PM

Joyful Memory was purchased for the family of
David B. Hastings.

September 12, 2023 at 09:36 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of David B. Hastings.

patricia Assini Jacobson - September 12, 2023 at 08:12 PM

May you rest in peace my wonderful, kind and loving nephew.
Thanks for the memories like Rita’s Lane, Are you 14 yet and
Should we take it to go! We will cherish your movies forever. Love
Auntie!

JA

Joe Assini - September 12, 2023 at 08:46 PM

You will be missed Dave. Will never forget your artistic talents, trips to
Novac Surplus and “Ghetto, the Hard Life”, a true classic film! 

 Your courage over these past months was incredible and inspiring. 
Rest in peace. 

 Joe(y)

https://www.marrafuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1385&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marrafuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1385&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marrafuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marrafuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


CH

Carol Heckman - September 12, 2023 at 09:40 PM

Our hearts go out to all of you in this tragic, untimely loss. Although we
only remember David as a little boy, we feel like we knew him from all
the years of hearing about him from"Auntie Pat". Please know that you
are in our thoughts and prayers as you grieve. Paul's twin sister, Paula,
will be buried this Friday so we are not able to attend the wake for
David, but we certainly can identify with feelings of tremendous loss
and grief. 
God bless. 
Carol and Paul Heckman


